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SOME 
REASONS 
| WHY 
ROBERT BRIDGMAN, and others, 
| Have left the 


HAHANKENS 


T has been matter of Sorrow and Shame unto - 
me, and many others, that have now left 
the Quakers Communion, that we fo long. 
profeſled the Chriſtian Religion, whilſt we 

| remained fo ignorant of the tundamental Prin- - 
ciples of it, os Doctrine of the Trinity, or three Per-. 
ſons of one Nature and Subſtance in the Godhead. 

The Incarnation of the ſecond Perſon or Son of 
God our Lord Jefus Chriſt. 

The Satisfaction and Atonement made unto God' 
= Os by his Obedience and Death upon the - 

rols. 

The ReſurreQtion and Aſcention of his Body and 
Perſon into Heaven. 

His remaining in our Nature at the right hand of 
God, in the G of his Father, our Head, High-- 
Prieſt and Intercefſour. The: 


(#1 

"The Faith and full perſuaſion of his ſecond, laſt, 
and outward appearance and coming again to raiſe 
the Dead Bodys of the Saints, and of all Men in the 
great Day and ſolemn Aſlize of all Nations, in which 
an Infallible and final Sentence will be paſſed upon 
all, according to the Deeds done in the Body, agree- 
able to the ain and poſitive ſenſe of divers Texts in 
. Holy Scripture, - 

Theſe Dodtrines and the Faith of them, wrought 
by the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, the third 
Perſon in the Bleſſed Trinity, are Eflential or Funda- 
mental Parts and Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, 
without which, in the true Faith of them, we cannot 
be ſaved in this or in the World.to come. 

And therefore 'tis of great Weight and Conſequence, 
yea of the greateſt Importance, to every one under a 
Chriſtian Profeflion, to be duly Inſtructed and righyly 
Informed, in theſe great and neceſſary Truths of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and without which, in ſome good 
meaſyre, no Man can be rightly denominated a Chri- 
{tian Man or Believer. | 

The Faith of God as a Great ang Mercyful Crea- 
tor and the Seal of his Power and Providence in 
and over all his Creatures, is-indeed a neceſſary work, 
and our Love and Obedience to the Law and 
Light with which he inſtructs and enlightens, our 
Nature, 1s. a. pretious and neceſſary condition on our 
parts, to fit and prepare us for the due reception 
of the Chriſtian Faith; and indeed without ſome 
experience of this ſort, 'tis in vain to pretend to 
any Religion, much more to the Chriſtian Religion. 
Yet the order and progreſs. of our Faith and Ho 
ought 
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ought to be duly diſtinguiſhed, forto redurve all Religi- 
on and Faith towards God, under a Profefiion and Ex- 
perience of Light and Truth, without any diſtinftion 
of common and ſpecial Hlumination or Grace, is dan- 
s to the Soul and very deſtructive to the reat 
oundation of the Chriſtian Religion. How far the 
People call'd 2xakers in general, and fome of their 
molt noted and approved Authors and Miniſters in 
particular, have Ignorantly and Blaſphemouſly oppo-- 
fed this work of Faith and Reformation (begun and. 
carried-on in the Souls of many, by hearing the Word 
and Dodtrine of the Goſpel declared in the Holy 
Scriptures, from Men qualihted to Read and Expound 
the ſame) is now become ſo evident to ſuch whoſe 
Eyes the Lord in Mercy hath opened, that to contra- 
dit or deny tt, muſt befpeak very great Ignorance: 
or Obſtinacy. 

How far they have withſtood and rejected the Inſti- 
tutions of our Blefled Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the due ad- 
miniſtration of them, and the fincere and faithfuk 
praiſe of ſuch as are convinced of their Duty and: 
Profit in reeeiving them, is alſo as evident to fuch as. 
bave had occafion to deal with them., or peruſe: 
their Writings conſtantly publiſhed from their ng 
ning. And how under pretence of higher Attain- 
mentsand farther Glory, a Spirit of Pride and great 
Uncharitableneſs hath poſſefled them, is ſufficiently 
manifeſt by its fruits, in Cenfuring and Reproaching, 
all other denominations of Profefled Chriſtians, whonr. 
they ſet to a great diſtance, and account as.the World: 
which yet leth in Wickedneſs. And: by a ſhew: of 
Sprituality, Simplicity, Humility and. Ra _ 
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deceived -themſelves, and many of the moſt ignorant 

and inadvertent Profeflors, who inconſiderately and 

raſhly conclude, they are the moſt holy and reformed 

People and Church of God, becauſe they appear in a 

more ſedate, retired, and ſelf denying manner, as a 

Society and Body of People, than generally is obſerved 

of other Societies. 

But whoever arrives to any tolerable underſtanding 
of found Chriſtian Principles, and attends an impar- 
tial Examination of what the Ruakers preach and 
publiſh, ſhall not only find them very difagreeable 
one with another, but, in general very oppoſite to 
true Chriſtianity, And that which alſo very much 
expoleth them to contempt with all True Intelligent 
and Religious minds, 15 the liberty they take in their 
Apologics and Detences to quible and ſnuffle with dull 
and apparent Sophiltry. | 

'Tis now become their repeated PraCtiſe to alter 
the ſenſe of their own as well as their Opponents 
writings, by adding or diminiſhing of words, by 
Tranſpoſing them, by playing upon ſuch as are equi- 
vocal, by connefting Matter that lies disjoynted, and 
disjoynting Matter that lies connected, by queſtioning 
the autography of their own Prints, when they, can- 
not otherwiſe vindicate- or defend them. And thus 
they inherit the Jeſaztes practice ("tho through want 
.of their Education they tall ſhort in their skill ) and 
by this very means ruine their Cauſe, notwithſtanding 
their Zeal and fſpecious Pretences. "Tis a mercyful 
Providence fſo- many are delivered from the ſnare of 
their Spirit, which with ſoundings and Echoes works 
on the Imagination and Fancy ot the more Ignorant 
and Lredulous. | Did 
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Did they regard Truth and Juſtice, without reſpett- 
/ ing Perſons in Judgment, they would have never de- 
clined to be brought to the Teſt, betore any com- 
petent number of Sober and Judicious Ferſons, with- 
out making ſuch Fleas and Pretences to excuſe, and 
be excuſed as they have done. 

Being detefted, they became greatly inraged, and 
breath out their ſpite in Prophecies and Curles, bot: 
© 1n private and publick, agaialt ſuch as oppoſe them , 
* whilſt they are bleſſing and magnifying themſelves 
and their Fa&tion in ſuch flights of Devotion as al- 
larms and amuzes the Ignotant and Unwary. The 
account given by George Keith 1n his Books and Nar- 
ratives of Matter of FaCQt, fo well atteſted, is ſuch 
a Load upon them, that they are very uneafie z and 
not daring to appear to juſtihe themſelves, are la- 
bouring to abuſe and miſrepreſent him. They have 
endeavoured to inſinuate, that Covetouſneſs, Pride 
and Envy are the motive of his prattice: An Apoſ- 
| tate, a Judas, a Renegado, are the Epithets they 
; beſtow upon him. And in their Word to the Well- 
mnclin'd; repreſent him tne Epitome and very Com- 
mon-place of all the Malice of theit preceding Ad- 
verſaries: And theſe fine Characters they induſtriouſ- 
ly ſpread throughout the Nation, to defame and 
reproach him; having a method effeftually to do it, 
by ſpreading their Pamphlets according to an agree- 
ment of their Yearly Meeting, *(which is their ſu- 
preme Authority in this and 1n other Kingdoms and 
Countries where they have any ſettled Intereſt.) The 
Agreement and 'Order of their Yearly Meeting held 
in Londox the firſt, ſecond, third and fourth Days 
--_- of 
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of June 1691, and directed to the Quarterly and 
Monthly Meetings in England, and Wales, and elle- 


where, was and 1p. That each Monthly Meeting - 


(of which they had at that 'time about 150) in 
England and Wales (and fince, no doubt, the num- 
ber is greatly increaſed) was to take off two Books 
of a fort, when both do not exceed the price of a 
Shilling, and to be ſent by the ſeveral Correſpon- 


dents in London (or their Order) to the Correſpon- 


dents of each County, who are to ſend up the 
Money out of their Meeting Stock ; which ſuffici- 
ently encourages both the Author and Printer. 
And this Agreement and Order was expreſly made 
for the ſpreading their Books, as is more at large 
declared in their Yearly Meeting Paper, printed in 
the Year 1691. And thus they are encouraged to 
be continually ſcribling, and jndge it to be (as 
they fay in their Word to the welk-inclin'd) the fai- 
rer, more ſubſtantial and edifying method. 

But the miſery that attends their numerous Pro- 
ſelytes, is the impreſſions they are under in par- 
tiality and prejudice; what is publiſhed by their 
Party paſſes for Truth, and that not only in Do- 
Arine and Fatt, but they conceive a peculiar pre- 
ſence of God 1s a continual _— that accompa- 
nies them. The ſame conceit they have in all they 
ſay and do, and are generally ſo affected with a 
Reliſh and Savour of 1t, that puffs them up with 
intolerable Pride, even whilſt, u appears to them- 
ſelves under a Diſguiſe of Humility. But true Hu- 
mility is another thing, it ſubmits to Truth where- 
ever, whenever and 1n whomſoever it appears, in- 
larging the Heart with Catholick Love, which _ 
tne 
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the attrating and bountiful Heaven, ſcatters its Dew 
on every Soyl, and maintains its correſpondence 


' with an impartial influence, The Lord in Nicrcy 


jncreaſe this - Vertuc, and inable the fincere in 
all perſuaſions to let go the ſhackles of their {everal 
ſingularitics, looking up unto Jcius the univerſal 
Head and Captain of their Salvatzon, who by his 
blefled and Holy Spirit is ſprinkling the Nations 
through the Faith of his Goſpel, and that with- 
out rcſpe&t of perſons. And therefore let me be- 
ſecch ſuch of my Friends, -as proteſs their Faich 1n 
a Crucified Jeſus, and in humility fubnut to the 
means he has appointed as the Seals of his Cove- 
nant, and Symbols of his Preſence, to be very care- 
tal in all manner of Converſation, that ſo the Adver- 
tary, who ſeeks many ways to undenmine and lay 
vaſte the Foundation and Pillars of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, may be ſtop'd every way in which he appears. 
The greatelt reproach that at this time attends the 
Chriſtian Church, is a looſe Converſation in too 
many not {eaſon'd with Grace and the fear of God ? 
and this is the Ground and Plea of all Schiſmaticks, 
as well as it is the Ajr that infeſts the Atheiſt , 
who ſecretly concludes, becauſe of ſuch Liberty, 


" there is not a God of ſuch Purity and Power, as 


the Chriſtians profeſs in their verbal Confefſion, 
But. this I can ſay from- a good and comfortable 
experience, That there are many pious and hea- 
venly-minded Souls, in ſeveral places, both Mini- 
ſters and People, that are as Lights, and as Salt, in 
their ſeveral Stations, though once I could hardly 
believe it, {ſo much Filth and Dirt having been 

| B 2 calt 


_—_ 


g——_— _— 


[22 ] 


caſt upon them by an ignorant, proud and obſti- 
aate Generation of Men ; whoſe feigned Simplicity 


* and Humility, under a pretence of SubjeGion to a 


Power above the Magiltrate, is very delufive in the | 
Appearance 'of it, but when duly examined proves | 
chiefly the Fruit of Education and Humour. 

Being taught and perſuaded, that Reaſoning is dan- 
geraus. im things of Religion, they ſtop their Ears 
and cloſe their Eyes, until by degrees they grow har- 
dy a Imagination and Fancy, in the ſtrength of 
which they have been Luftcred to proceed. until their 
own Folly hath corrected them. 

Whoever comes to a ſober mind, and attentively 
reads over the Hiſtory given by George Fox and-his 
Dclegates, in the Entrance of his Journal, may rea- 
dily tand, that gn ignorant Education and Mclan- 
chally Temper, unprefled and blown up by a Spirit of 
Enthufiaſm, gave birth to bis Faction in thoſe Hur- 
ricane Times ( whilſt the Church lay deſpoyled of 
her Power and Privileges) and fince that inundati- 
on of Hereſie and Schiſm, the Breach has remai- 
ned too much unobſerved: And. to my Under- 
ſtanding no. better- Expedient can readily be propo- 
fed to heal up this Breach and. recover the Waſts, 
than a laborious and diligent inſtruction of Youth, 
and detecting of Errour, by open and free Confe- 
rences judicioufly managed in divers. parts of the 
Nation. 

Tis a lamentable thing, that in a Chriſtian Nati- - 
on the publick Seals and Badges of its Communion 
ſhould be ſo lighted, negleQted, oppoſed and rejected 
by a2 fort and number of men that will not be ac- 

countable 
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conntable in Matter of Fa& for their Milluhes and 
Abuſes. 'Tis a moſt lame and feandalous Infinuz- 
tion againſt the Inſtitution and. Practice of Outward 
Baptiſm, which George *Whitehead advances in his 
Re&or Examined, p. 27. ſaying, When this Rector 
( meaning Mr. Merriton ) can demonſtrate a Proba- 
tun eſt, of tuch Virtue in that poor Element (as he 
calls it ) of Water-baptiſm, as to cure pollnted and 
diltemper'd Souls, as if the Iflue or Effet of a means 
that is preſcribed, muſt determme the right or law= 
fulneſs of its Inſtitution and Praftice without any 
Exception ; he may at the ſame rate queſtion the: 
Authority of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his Apo» 
ſtles, in their Teaching and Preaching, becauſe ma- 
ny that heard them were not cffeQually Cleanſed. 
And in the Commiſton that was given Math. 28. 19. 
there is *no more mention made of outward teach- 
ing, than of outward Baptiſm, and the Quakers 
may as well reject Teaching with Words as Bap- 
tizing with Water. But to manifeſt how liable they 
are to pervert the True Senfe of the Matter, ſce 
what George Whitehead ſays concerning the Supper, 
Page 35. of his RefFor Examined, where he produ- 
ces ſome Teſtimonies out of the Book of Martyrs to 
favour his Cauſe, which duly conlidered are direaly 
againſt it. The Bread and Wine 1a the Supper, are 
Figurative and Symbolical, and as. the Eating and 
Drinking. by the faithful Receiver, Intitles him to- 
the Graces and Bleſiings of the Spirit of Chriſt, fo the 
breaking the Bread and pouring out the Wine, were: 
Inſtituted as a means to preſerve the Faith and Re- 
membrance of his Body and Blood, that was Bro- 
ken 
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ken: and fied for the Remiſlion of Sin -and which 
is. nd! Exalted and Glorifed in the Heavens, and 
he. being now'm-. Heaven 1n his Body out of the 
reach :ot- our -Bodily Senſes. 

One end of the Supper is to Receive and Eſia- 
bliſh the Faith of his Exiſtence, and aflurance of 
his coming in his Body to Judge us ; and thoſe Ar- 
guments of Dr. Cranmer and Ridley which George 
Whitehead recites, were at that time advanced to 
oppoſe the Erroneous Conceit of Tranſubſtantiation. 
See. the Book of Martyrs pate 74, Where tis ſaid, 
« that to-believe the Wafer and Wine to be Tran- 
« ſubſtantiated into the Body and Blood of our Lord 
« [Jeſus Chriſt, [Argument the ſecond] it varieth from 
«* the Articles of Faith, He aſcended into Heaven, and 
&* ſtteth on the right hand of God the Father, from 
& whence (and' not from any other place, faith St. 
« Auguſtin ) he ſhall come to judge both the quick and 
« the dead. Thirdly, It deſtroyeth and taketh 
« away the Inſtitution of the Lord's Supper, which 
« was commanded only to be uſed and continued 
«© until the Lord Himſelf ſhould come, if therefore 
. © He be now really preſent im the Body of his Fleſh, 
* then muſt the Supper ceaſe.” For a Remembrance, 
+'1s not of a thing preſent, but of a thing paſt and 
« abſent, and there 1s a difference between Remem- 
« brance and Prefence, and ( as one of the Fathers 
© faith) a Figure is in vain where the thing figured 
* 1 preſent. 

Here you fee the Fathers and Martyrs intended 
one thing, and George Whitehead wou'd make them 
to intend another; the Supper is a Figare and Sig 
no 
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not only of the Inward and Spiritual Grace, recei- 
ved by the Faithful in their partaking of it; but 
alſo of the Body of Chriſt now abſent in Heaven, 
the Faith of which being loſt among the Quakers, 
and ſo much denyed and oppoted by their obſtinate 
pervertion z; the reaſon of the Inſtitution appears 
the more neceflary, and the frequent and due prac- 
tice of it appears the more ſcaſonable; and 'tis to 


be hoped that theſe poor Elements, as they are plea- 


ſed to call them, with the Bleſſing of *Gad at the 
Adminiſtration. and Reception of them, will prove 
two ſuch Pillars and por of the Chriftian 
Faith and Experience, that the Combination of Hell 
ſhall not prevail, tho her Gates many ways are 
ſet open to furniſh the Army of Abaddor. 

'Tis a ſpecious pretence the Quakers have made - * 
to the Virtue and Efficacy of the Inward Princi- 
ple, as having therein an Art of Extraction, by 
which they perform as by one ſingle S217, all that 
can be propoſed from the variety in a Laboratory. 
This very Compariſon and Illuſtration I heard 
from William Penn in 2a publick Meeting at Grace- 
Chureh-Street, and as much he delivers in his .Pri-- 
mitive Chriſtianity, where he Rants at a very un-- 
reaſonable rate, and as much diſparages the Re- 
p—_ of their Principle by the extravagancy of 

is Notion, as George Whitehead has done by the 
Irregularity of his praftice. I am ſure no Principle, 
of Truth ever taught William Pexnn to advance 


ſuch a Notion of the Compalition of Man, as he 


delivers m p. 71. of his Primitive Chriſtianity. © Man, 
(lays be) © as I aid juſt now, is a Compoſition _ 
* Worlds : 
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« Worlds, his Body is'of this, his Soul of the other 


, < World — by the Body the Soul looks into and be- 


* holds this World, and by the World it _beholds 
< God, the World that is without End. So thac 
the World without End, and God, are with him 
Terms 'Synoniimous, and of this endleſs World is 
[with him] a part of Man's Compoſition, his Soul is 
of its Eſſence, and beholds its being a kin to God, 
not only by a Relation but in Subſtance : And in his 
Book called Judas and the Jews, p. 130. he hath 
the following Words. The new deſpiſed flock of God 
Jhall reſt with him in that World which never had begin- 
ming, and is without end; thus he gives us a Deſcription 
of God, and of the Soul of Man, 1ts being a part of him. 
And thus, after all the Shuffling and Cutting about tlre 
Soul, and Soul of the Soul, 'tis eaſie to ſee how natural- 
iy William Penn jumps in with George Fox in his 
Notion of the Soul, bo fully expoſed and explained 
by George Keith in his fourth Narrative, p. 61, 62, 
G3, 64, 65, 66, 67. And as in this his Book; en- 
tituled Primitive Chriſtianity, he defines the Soul to 
be part of God, ſo tn his Book entituled, The I- 
validit, of John Faldo, p. 365. he defines the Nature 
of the Body and oppoſes the concluſion of his Op- 
ponent, who ſpeaking of the Reſurrection of the 
Body, -ſays, it ſhall have the ſame Matter, tho' not 
the fame Grofineſs; ' it ſhall' have the ſame Eſſen- 
tial 'Form, tho not the ſame Accidents. William 
Penn's Anſwer will not allow that he ever read in 
Scripture 'any thing favourably towards: ſuch a Con- 
dufton. His words are, { never read yet of a Bod 
Saving the ſame Matter, and not the ſame Off 

the 
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. - the ſame Sibſtance: ard Eſſence, | and - not the ſame 


Accidents; by which account we muſt believe that 
either William Penn never read the Scripture, or that 
he believes the Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the Bodies of thoſe that aroſe after his ReſurreRion, 
were changed in Subſtance. For according to him, 
If they had the ſame Subſtance they muſt alſo re- 
tain the ſame Groſlneſs- and Accidents; ' and conſe- 
quently that the Body of our Lord Jefus, now-in 
Heayen, is a groſs and mortal Body., if they be- 
lieve he has the ſame Body now, which he: had up- 
on the Earth, - And yet- notwithſtanding 'this fort of 
Reaſoning, - the £akers Objections and conſtant Cla- 
mour again(t all forts of Chriſtians, has been to infi- 
nuate the Carnality of their Notions. And thns do 
they raiſe ſuch a duſt of Confufion by.their Doctrines 
and Diſtin&ions , that many' poor People are led cn- 
tangled'in a Miſt-of thick Darkneſs. | 

I could: give a large and- particular Relation of 
{undry Conferences I have had with ſeveral of:Note 
among them, (appointed to hear- and examine.my 
Reaſons for declining their Meetings) fron whom T 
cou'd never: yet obtain any 'plain and poſitive Anſwer 
to this neceflary and ſeaſonable Queſtion, .. 


Whether - our Lord Teſws Chriſt is - now -18. Heaven 
above, or without ws, in - true and 'intere Na- 
ture of Man glorified, the ſame for Subſtance which 
he had on Earth, and. forever to come: united with 
the Godhead. | , £103 5 
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But finding this Dodtrine ſo fully and fo ſafely 
expreſſed in the Articles of the Church of Exgleud, 
as alſo thoſe other neceflary and effential Principles 
of the Chriſtan Religion, inclined me to make a far- 
ther Search'into the, Matter and Manner of her Pyb- 
lick Worſhip; which appearing to me fo ſound and 
inſtruftive, I could not in Conſcience delay my ad» 
venturing. t@ make {ome Approaches towards her 
Communion.. 

And through a merciful Providence it has 
{ed Almighty God ſo. to influence and; to bleſs due 
means of Inſtruion, that my dear Wife, with ſe- 
veral, of our Neighbours, who were alſo in Com 
munion. with the People called Pxakers, are become 
religiouſly affeted with the Publick Worſhip; and 1 
hope [the Lord will preſerye us in the Sincerity of 
aur Intentions, the Infinuations notwithſtanding and 
Reproaches of our Adyerfaries: An inſtance of which 
I think fit here to ſubjoyn, not being . likely to ob- 
tain any offer of Juſtice from the; Perſon concerned, 

_[Uponimy Wiſe. and Children's receiving Baptiſm 
in:the -Cluarch/ of 'Englird, George Whizoheed writes 
x Letter of;Copdolence-tp my Wate's Eather, wheres 
in he infinuates after this manner: ; 


"* Ihave bcen often ſenſible of: wet and 
% Aﬀcttion,\occalioned, by: the mile Rackfliding 
*Laf \ſuch: near. Wen; who, haze. {o; long pro- 
<< feſſed the bleſſed Truth among ng.» The bleſ- 
«< ſed Truth which we have received from the Be- 
%/ginning, in Life and Power, will ſtand oe, 


Y 


IF + 
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« and out-live all its. Adverſaries z. and they who 
« are approved. and ſtand faithful therein, ſhall the 
« more be manifeſt, and ſhine, when Shatne and 
« Confuſion ſhall cover the Rebellious., who' re- 
« proach God's Heritage and People to excuſe their 
< own Revolting and Looſeneſs of Spirit.. 


The Letter in which theſe Paſlages are, talling, 
providentially into my Hand, I wrote to Geo. White- 
head, as. is hereafter expreſt.. But being in Londor 
a conſiderable time, and having no proſpect of ha- 
ving ſuch a Meeting as I deſur'd, think fit to expoſe 
it, as matter of Caution to himſelf and fuch others. 
as may be under temptation to pradiſe the like, to 
diſparage- and diſcourage with ſuch Blaſts. of Revi- 


ling, 
Hut. the 16th April, 1700.. 


« George Whitehead, 


« In thefe Paflages [which I tranſcribed to him] 

-< are contained a ſevere Charge by way of Infinu- 
ation againſt my felf and my Wife, who are the 
near Relations mentioned in that Letter :: And we 
being fuch (had you proved your Charge) the un-- 
« worthineſs of your Difpoſition, notwithſtanding, 
« hath ſufficiently appeared, in offering fo to aggra- * 
* vate, and by conſequence 'to fet ſuch near Rela-- 
* tions at too great a Diſtance.. But whereas your 
« Charge and Infinuations remain unproved by you, 
* they ought in Juſtice to be returned upon: you. as- 
* & Slander.. If you think you can make Pooh of. 
C2. « theſe: 
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? « theſe miſerable, yea -and I may add, deteſtable 


things upon us, we defire you would do it; and 
that you may be the more maniteſt and ſhine, we 
care not how pubilckly you do it. Your writing 
1nfuch a manner to my Father, without any Pre- 
monition to us ( had we been really guilty.) looks 
nor only like a Deed of Darkneſs, but ( we being 
innocent ) too much intitles you to the Character 
of thoſe mentioned in the 11th Pſalm, Who bend 


* the Bow, and make ready their Arrow upon the String, 


that they may privily ſhoot at the upright in heart. 

* Had not your Name and Pretences been what 
they are, we ſhould have endeavoured to have 
overlook'd your Reproach, (as we have done a 
great deal from others of a meaner Rank among 
you ) caſt = us, as we verily believe, for qur 
open Profeſhon of the Chriſtian Faith, and practi- 
ſing the Inſtitutions of onr bleſſed Lord and Savi- 
our Jeſus Chriſt, in ways moſt agreeable to our 
Judgment, upon a ſerious, deliberate and impartial 
Enquiry and Conſideration ; and this we-take to 
be the Reaſon of your Diſpleaſure , knowing ve- 
ry well how you have {lighted, oppoſed, and re- 
jetted thoſe great and neceſſary Truths, and pro- 
per means oft 'Chriſtian Fellowſhip and Communi- 
on, appointed, we believe, for that end by our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and praftiſed by his holy Apo- 
{tles and Diſciples in the firſt and pureſt Ages of 
Chriſtianity. And you in particular bearing ſuch 
a Name and Sway (amongſt ſo many deluded, 
though many of them, I believe, well-meaning 


People) and fo generally paſſing under the Cha- 
| « rater 
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« ra&er of an honourable and worthy Miniſter of 
« Chriſt, 'tis therefore highly neceſſary to take ſome 
« Notice of your practice. And I do hereby ac- 
« quaint you that my Occaſions calling me to Low- 

; in a little time, I ſhall expe& you will give me 
« a Meeting before ſome ſober and judicious Perſons, 
« either to endeavour the Proof of your Charge, 
« or to retraft what you have in ſuch manner inſfi- 
t nuated againſt us. If you think fit to decline to 
« pive me ſuch a Meeting, I ſhall have reaſon to take 
« it as a ſufficient demonſtration that Shame and 
« Confuſion is over you, in that very manner, and 
« for the very ſame Cauſe ſuggeſted againſt us in 
« your Letter. Thus much at preſent from your 
« abuſed Friend and Kinſman, 

R. Bridgman. 


To which Letter I may now add what is written 
in the 26th Chapter of the Book of Proverbs, v. 26, 
27. Whoſe Hatred is covered by Deceit , his Wicked- 
eſs ſhall be ſhewed before the whole Congregation. Who- 
fo diggeth a Pit, ſhall fall therein; and 4 that rolleth 


a Stone, it will return upon hin. 


FINTS. 
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R. Keith's Laſt Sermon at Turner”'s-Hll, May 5. 170o.. 
in which he gave an account of his joining in Com- 

munion with the Church of Eng/and, 2uarto. 
----- His. Two Sermons Preach'd at the Church of St. George 
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his former Books. Puarto. Price: 6d ; 
—----- His Thankſgiving Sermon Preached, April 16. 1696. 
Buarto. Price 6d. 
-»- His Firſt Narrative at Furner's-Hall, Buarto. Price 124. 
----- His Second Narrative at Twxner's-Hall, 2uar. Price 6 d.. 
---- His Fourth Narrative at Turner's-Hall, detefting the 
2uakers-grols Errours, vile Herefies, and Antichriftian Prin-- 
6iples, Ec. by clear and. evident Proofs (in above two hun- 
dred and fifty Quotations) faithfully taken out of their Books : 
with- an Atteſfation of Dr. Iham, Dr. Bedford, and. three 
other Miniſters of the Church of Erg/and to the Truth of 
the ſaid Quotations. £uarto. Price 1 5. 6 d. 
---- His large Catechiſm for the InſtruQtion of Youth. Of7a- 
vo,. Bound, Price 1 s. | 
----- His ſmall Catechiſm for the Inftruftion. of Children. 
Ofavo, Stitch'd, Price 2 d. 
----- His Deiſm of Wi//:am Pernn.. Offavo, Price 1 5. 


BOOKS Printed for C: Brome at the Gun at: 
the Weſt end of St. PauPs Church-yard. 


Ds; Sparks Devotions, with all new Cuts. 
The Snake in the Graſs, and Defence of it. 

Five: Diſcourſes. by the Authors of. the Snake in the a_ 
with. 


——_—_—— 


—  — 


% — ». 
”— \ "—_—_ 
 -þ % 
— ”— ”_ - Fo . do 
_ PR —_ So 
% 4 
% 


\ ki 
& \\ 
\ 


with 2 new Preface : And all the Pidces of that Author, \ \ IN 
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